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URISA is celebrating its 52nd 
annual conference in New 
Orleans, September 8-11, 

2014. As the premier event 
for fostering excellence in 
the geospatial industry, 
GIS-Pro is a meeting of 
the minds for our industry.  
Showcasing the constant 
progress of our GIS com-
munity, bringing light to the 
collaborative partnerships 
and exemplary efforts in our 
industry, we offer GIS-Pro 
as the venue for geospatial 
inspiration.  

We encourage you to 
join us for this trendsetting 
event in the beautiful 
setting of New Orleans – a 
model city for both risk and 
resilience, offering some 
of the nations best lessons 
learned in community 
recovery and progress 
toward prosperity. As a 
fantastic example of how 
communities do more with 
less, the citizens of New 
Orleans leveraged GIS 
technology in rebuilding 

one of the world’s 
most fascinating cities 
following the devastation 
of Hurricane Katrina. Not 
only has reconstruction 
of New Orleans been 
a great example of 
applying geospatial tools 
in community recovery, 
the city also remains 
one of America’s most 
culturally and historically-
rich destinations.  GIS-
Pro 2014 is proud to be 
hosted in this great city 
of full of Joie de vivre, and 
limitless opportunities for 
indulging in unique food, 
entertainment and culture.

With “Community 
Resilience” as our theme, 
the GIS-Pro conference 
committee has organized 
the program topics into 
categories of the ‘Three 
Pillars” of Sustainability: 
Society, Environment 
and Economy. More than 
two-dozen sessions and 
panel discussions will cover 
regionally relevant topics 

such as “Improving Coastal 
Resilience”, “Foundations of 
Successful Transit Systems”, 
“Managing and Exchanging 
Open and Crowd Sourced 
Data”, and much more. 
Review the extensive list of 
speakers and instructors who 
are generously sharing their 
ideas and good work – the 
program is offered online 
and in the mobile Sched app 
(http://gispro2014.sched.
org/). 

The ‘GIS Supporting Com-
munity Resiliency’ hands-

on Workshop will include 
field data collection in the 
Black Pearl neighborhood to 
support revitalization efforts, 
followed with an afternoon 
workshop working with data 
sets collected for the Treme 
neighborhood of New Or-
leans - focusing on generat-
ing recommendations for 
community revitalization 
and redevelopment. 
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GIS-Pro 2014 continued from page 1

Featured keynote speakers will focus on inspiring citizen 
and local government collaboration, how to use GIS to sup-
port informed decision-making in New Orleans, and latest 
innovations and key technology trends to watch in govern-
ment:

Tuesday, September 9
Citizens and Government Making Our Cities Better Together 

- Jill Bjers, Code for Charlotte Brigade Co-Captain and Cath-
erine Bracy, Director of Community Organizing for Code 
for America, will discuss Code for America and the Brigade 
program. Code for America is a non-profit organization that 
works to enhance the connection with citizens and their 
government with the use of technology. The Brigade is a 
citizen volunteer program that focuses on collaboration be-
tween residents and local government to address civic prob-
lems with technology. The City of Charlotte, North Carolina 
was one of only 10 governments selected for the 2014 Code 
for America Fellowship program and initiated the active, fast 
growing Code for Charlotte Brigade. You will want to hear 
the exciting work they’ve already accomplished in a very 
short time.

Wednesday, September 10
Using GIS to Disseminate Date in New Orleans - Allison Plyer, 
Executive Director of The Data Center will discuss how GIS is 
used to support informed decision-making in New Orleans: 
from repopulation, post-Katrina, improving upon the spatial 
displays of small area data from the American Community 
Survey, to exploring the growth of jobs outside of popula-
tion centers or documenting the vulnerability of coastal 
populations, the Data Center’s work is awe-inspiring and 
vitally important to the region.

Thursday, September 11
20 Government Innovations That Matter - Steve Ressler, 
Founder and President of GovLoop.com (the ‘Knowledge 

Network for Government’) will discuss the latest ‘20 Govern-
ment Innovations That Matter’ – a report based on surveys 
and interviews with thousands of government employees 
across the globe. He will discuss key top technology trends 
in government - from the ‘Internet of Things’ to ‘Mobile Ser-
vice Delivery’, and how you can apply these innovations at 
your agency.

Esri, our Diamond Conference Sponsor this year, is 
sponsoring ‘Learning Labs’ and workshops during the con-
ference. Take part in one of the six Learning Labs and work 
through up to twenty Esri hands-on lessons!

Our exhibitors and sponsors will ‘spark’ your inter-
est in their solutions on the main stage during the hosted 
luncheon, and during the many ‘Vendor Solution’ sessions, 
which are woven throughout the conference program.

Here are a few more examples of the many exemplary 
education and professional development opportunities 
offered throughout our conference program:
• 45.0 American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) 

credits, including 2.5CM for Law
• Technology specific sessions for mobile users
• Using Big Data: Management and exchanging of open/

crowd sourced data
• Return on investment techniques for GIS
• Full-day comprehensive workshops on topics such as 

Public Participation GIS to GIS Program Management 
and the GIS Capability Maturity Model led by the GIS 
Management Institute

• A revolutionized Student Competition and a “career 
path” panel organized by the URISA Vanguard Cabinet

For those of you who can’t make it to New Orleans, 
we’re offering a virtual conference experience starting with a 
two-hour workshop on NextGen 911 and GIS Workflows.

The GIS-Pro 2014 conference is an unprecedented 
opportunity for you to discover leading-edge technologies, 
acquire new skills, strengthen your professional network and 
just have fun. In New Orleans they say, “Laissez les bons 
temps rouler” (meaning “Let the good times roll”), and 
this September the good times will definitely be rolling at 
URISA’s GIS-Pro Conference. See you there!

Amy Esnard, GISP
Conference Chair, URISA GIS-Pro 2014
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(Sent to NGAC and FGDC on July 9, 2014)

URISA Board Recommendations that the FGDC Add Address 
Data as a New NSDI Framework Theme, and Establish Criteria 
and Procedures for Doing So

This memorandum transmits recommendations from 
URISA’s Board of Directors that the NGAC consider and 
upon concurrence recommend to the FGDC, that the FGDC:
1. Incorporate address data into the National Spatial Data 

Infrastructure (NSDI) as an eighth framework data 
theme;

2. In support of that, incorporate the FGDC address 
standard into the FGDC’s Geographic Information 
Framework Data Content Standard;

3. Establish general criteria and procedures  necessary 
to consider this and other requests to add new data 
themes to the NSDI; and,

4. In so doing, establish criteria that ensure that additional 
NSDI data themes are well-defined, consistent with 
existing NSDI data themes, and of significance to a 
broad variety of users nationwide.

The full text of the recommendations follows, including 
specific criteria, and a brief statement of the rationale 
and benefits of adopting the recommendations. These 
recommendations were adopted unanimously by the Board 
at its March 6, 2014 meeting. If questions arise, please 
contact me.

A. Recommendations
The URISA Board of Directors recommends that the National 
Geospatial Advisory Committee (NGAC) consider, and upon 
concurrence communicate to the U.S. Federal Geographic 
Data Committee (FGDC), formal recommendations that:
1. The FGDC, under its authority granted by OMB Circular 

A-16 and Executive Orders 12906 and 13286, establish 
criteria and procedures for adding additional framework 
data themes to the National Spatial Data Infrastructure 
(NSDI);

2. The criteria ensure that:
a. Any additional framework data theme is significant, 

in the determination of the FGDC, to a broad 
variety of users nationwide; 

b. The additional framework data theme is defined 
and described by an FGDC-endorsed data 
standard; and 

c. The standard for the additional framework data 

theme conforms 
to the FGDC’s 
Geographic 
Information Framework 
Data Content Standard 
Part 0: Base document, 
and does not conflict with any of the other Parts of 
the Geographic Information Framework Data Content 
Standard. 

3. The FGDC add Thoroughfare, Landmark, and Postal 
Address data as a new theme to the NSDI; and

4. The FGDC’s United States Thoroughfare, Landmark, and 
Postal Address Data Standard be incorporated as an 
additional part into the FGDC’s Geographic Information 
Framework Data Standard.

B. Rationale and Benefits
The FGDC has defined, as one aspect of the National Spa-
tial Data Infrastructure (NSDI), seven essential data themes 
as the data framework for the NSDI. To underpin the data 
framework the FGDC has endorsed a data standard for each 
theme. To ensure that the seven standards are consistent 
with each other, they have been brought into a single con-
sistent data model, the Geographic Information Framework 
Data Content Standard. 

The FGDC defined the NDSI and established its seven 
data themes in the early 1990’s. Since then, no new themes 
have been added. The framework standard does not 
mention how a new data theme would be added. There 
is nothing to be found in the FGDC’s public website as to 
how anyone would make such a request, or how FGDC 
would evaluate it. Before the FGDC can consider a particular 
recommendation about address data or the address data 
standard, the FGDC should set general procedures and 
criteria for considering this and other requests. 

The recommendations, if implemented by the FGDC, 
will provide the following benefits:
1. Adding the FGDC address data standard to the 

Geographic Information Framework Data Content Standard 
will place the address data standard formally within the 
framework data model, confirming that the address 
data standard is consistent with the other framework 
standards.

2. Adding address data as a framework data theme, 
underpinned by a framework data standard, will provide 
a focal point for various state- and local-level address 
data compilation and aggregation efforts proposed or 
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Advocacy continued from page 3

now underway. 
3. By providing for consistency between standards, the 

framework data standard will encourage coordination 
and consistency among various proposed and ongoing 
efforts to compile national framework geospatial data 
sets (e.g., Addresses for the Nation/Census National 
Address database, Transportation for the Nation, 
Imagery for the Nation).

4. Defining criteria and procedures for adding new themes 
to the NSDI, and for incorporating new data standards 
into the framework standard, will encourage the 
addition of NSDI data themes that are created primarily 
at the state and local level but of interest to federal 
agencies. In turn this will foster compatibility among 
the various state and local efforts, thereby expanding 
opportunities for federal-state-local geospatial data 
partnerships, and helping to make our National Spatial 
Data Infrastructure truly national.  

5. All of these results, in turn, will further FGDC’s strategic 
priorities of: 

a.    Adding value to the A-16 portfolio as the portfolio 
management priority (see http://www.fgdc.gov/ 
initiatives/ portfolio-management) by:
• Reducing duplication and cost
• Providing greater accessibility
• Supporting shared services across the Federal 

Government
• Offering an accurate and accountable inventory of 

Federal Geospatial Portfolio assets
• Improving government accountability and 

transparency
• Improving data quality through lifecycle evaluations 

for content quality and fitness for use
• Ensuring national data are high quality, 

dependable, consistent, and available to agencies
• Increasing return on existing geospatial investments 

by promoting the reuse of data, applications, and 
tools

b.   Improving coordination to reduce redundancy (to 
address GAO concerns)

c.   Improving the landscape-level understanding and 
decision-making (Secretary Jewell’s directive)

C. Maintaining the Significance and Consistency of the NSDI
Opening the NSDI to the addition of new data themes could 
lead to requests for the addition of trivial, ill-defined, or 
special-interest data themes. To discourage such requests, 
FGDC should set a high bar for adding new themes to the 
NSDI. The proposed procedure does so by including three 
demanding tests: 
1. The proposed additional framework data theme must 

be  defined and described by an FGDC-endorsed data 

standard before it can be considered for inclusion 
among the NSDI data themes;

2. The standard for the proposed additional framework 
data theme must conform to the FGDC’s Geographic 
Information Framework Data Content Standard Part 0: 
Base document, and not conflict with any of the other 
Parts of the Geographic Information Framework Data 
Content Standard.

3. The proposed new framework data theme must be 
found significant, in the determination of the FGDC, to 
a broad variety of users nationwide.

The FGDC standards endorsement process is lengthy 
and thorough, ensuring that any proposed standard will 
be reviewed from a broad range of viewpoints before it is 
endorsed by FGDC. The Framework model ensures that any 
new standard is consistent with other framework standards, 
and it imposes an additional level of methodological rigor 
on the particular data model defined for a new standard. 
Finally, the FGDC has authority to determine whether a 
proposed theme is significant enough to merit inclusion in 
the framework. Together these three tests assure that new 
data themes will be significant, well-defined, and consistent 
with other NSDI data themes.

The URISA Board will keep the membership updated 
as to the response received from NGAC and FGDC. 

In June, our Washington State URISA Chapter let us know 
about a potential threat to GIS professionals in the state 
which might, in effect, require that surveyors do the work 
that GIS professionals have the expertise to do. Our Policy 
Advisory Committee, Advocacy Division, and Board of Di-
rectors jumped on the task quickly and developed a com-
prehensive and intelligent response to the threat. We’ll see 
what happens. We responded to a similar issue in Puerto 
Rico a couple of years ago and we’re monitoring situations 
in Tennessee and North Carolina.  
 
That’s what we’re here for! But we can’t be everywhere. 
We need you to let us know what’s going on in your state, 
province or country.  
 
When you have a chance, take a few minutes to look over 
the details of URISA’s 2014-2015 Advocacy Agenda
1. Executive Support & Sustainable Funding for 

Geospatial Programs
2. Nationwide Development of High Quality, Publicly 

Accessible Geospatial Data
3. Affordable Geospatial Training Programs Offered by 

Academic Institutions and Other Organizations
4. Highly Capable Geospatial Workforce to Meet 

Current and Future Demands
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Important Regional Conversations:
Geospatial Information High Level 
Meeting: targeted at key decision 
makers in the industry particularly, 
senior personnel of international and 
regional bodies with responsibility for 
the management of geospatial data 
and information, senior government 
officials, experts on geospatial related 
issues in academia, members of the 
donor community, and private sector 
companies.  

General Session: The Importance of 
Geospatial Technology in the Carib-
bean: will examine the various issues 
that organizations are facing in the re-
gion as well as what is the overall value 
proposition that geospatial technology 
brings to the Caribbean economy. 
Participants will include senior repre-
sentatives from national governments, 
donor agencies, academia, as well as 
experts from the vendor/consultant 
community.

Special Interest Group Roundtables: 
Important conversations including 
Geodetics, Open Source, Women in 
GIS, and Education.

Preconference Courses and 
Workshops:
• Getting Started with GIS
• Caribbean Decision Support 

System for a Climate Resilient 
Marine Managed Areas Network 

• Mobile and Server GIS: Field to 
Finish (two-day course)

• URISA Certified Workshop: 
Addressing

• URISA Certified Workshop: GIS 
Return on Investment

• ArcGIS Online 
• UAV Workshop

Comprehensive Education: 
Nearly 50 presenters in sessions cover-
ing important topics including:
• Climate Change and Sea Level Rise 
• Disaster Mitigation/Modeling 
• Harnessing the Power of GIS for 

Utility, Asset and Infrastructure 
Management

• Environmental Hazards 
• GIS in Disaster Management 
• Innovations in GIS
• National GI Policy Development & 

NSDI 
• Public Participation GIS 
• Public Safety, GIS for Emergency 

Response
• Addressing Systems 
• Change Detection 
• Geosciences & Regional Economic 

Development
• Enterprise GIS and Mobile 

Technologies 
• Best Practices in Today’s Digital 

Organization 
• Spatial Technologies for Water 

Resource Management
• GIS in Public Health 
• K-12 Education 
• Using UAVs (Drones) for Aerial 

Imagery Acquisition

Start reviewing the abundance of 
education on the schedule!

Conference History
Previous URISA Caribbean GIS con-
ferences have taken place in Jamaica 
(2001), Barbados (2004), the Bahamas 
(2006), the Cayman Islands (2008), 
Trinidad and Tobago (2010) and Ja-
maica (2012). We are pleased to host 
the 2014 conference in the Dutch Ca-
ribbean!

Spatial Technologies: Fueling Economic Growth and Development
October 26-30, 2014
Santa Barbara Beach & Golf Resort - Curacao
Take advantage of Registration & Exhibitor Discounts until September 1 
– save $100 on conference registration and $350 on booth fees!

Exhibits & Sponsors
The opportunity to connect with the 
companies that provide solutions 
for your technology needs is a major 
component of the conference. Start 
composing your technology wish list 
now and spend quality time in the 
Exhibition! Several of the conference 
sponsors are also developing vendor 
solutions sessions to allow for a deep-
dive to learn about their products and 
services. 

Conference Venue
The Conference will take place at the 
Santa Barbara Resort. We have ar-
ranged for discounted sleeping room 
rates at the hotel. URISA Conference 
attendees may take advantage of $129 
rates for single or double occupancy 
which includes in-room internet access.

Registration - Register for the confer-
ence by September 1 and save $100! 

Full conference registration (only $325) 
includes the conference proceedings 
papers, access to keynote speeches, 
breakout sessions, meetings, two 
lunches, reception and networking so-
cial event. 

Excellent Value – Important Education 
– Unmatched Connections

Learn more about the 2014 URISA Ca-
ribbean GIS Conference and start mak-
ing plans to attend today!

URISA’s 7th 
Caribbean GIS 

Conference
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Disappointment is inevitable for leaders. At times your 
people will disappoint you, and there will also be instances 
where you disappoint others. So the fact that disappoint-
ment occurs isn’t the challenge. The real issue to address is 
how you respond to the disappointment. 

Unfortunately, far too many leaders react to 
disappointment with anger and punishment. You’ve likely 
seen the scenario. An employee loses a key client, misses 
an important deadline, or does any number of common 
things and the leader responds by demoting the employee, 
removing responsibility, not allowing the employee to take 
vacation time, firing the employee, or doing other punitive 
actions.  

Such consequences are really nothing more than a 
knee-jerk reaction on the part of the leader … and a missed 
opportunity for the leader to shine. In reality, how you 
handle disappointment speaks volumes of your leadership 
style and your credibility in your organization. 

To make the most of a disappointing situation and use 
it as the coaching opportunity it is, consider the following 
suggestions:

Manage yourself before you confront the employee. 
Before talking with the employee about the disappointing 
situation, you first have to manage yourself. In other words, 
you have to be clear on what your intention is of the con-
versation. Because you’re in a position of authority, what 
you say during these moments will have a ripple effect. Of 
course, this isn’t to say that you aren’t justified in your anger 
or justified in your disappointment. You most certainly are. 
However, your expression of those feelings has an impact 
on how others view you and on what the employee will 
do in the future. So before initiating the conversation, take 
some time to step back and get clear about what you want 
to have happen as a result of the meeting. Are you simply 
looking to vent your anger? Is the goal on finding a solution 
to rectify the current circumstances? Or do you really want 
to help the employee learn and grow from the situation?

Assess your role in the disappointment.
As part of managing yourself, take some time to reflect on 
your role in the disappointment. Before you declare, “I did 
nothing. It was entirely the other person’s fault,” realize that 
as a leader, you are ultimately responsible for your people. 
So ask yourself, “What role did I play?” and “How did I con-
tribute to this disappointment?” Perhaps you didn’t give the 

employee enough training. Maybe you threw them into a 
situation that they were too “green” to handle. Perhaps you 
didn’t adequately prepare them for the meeting. Whatever 
the disappointing outcome was, chances are you had some 
role in it—even a small one. Acknowledge that prior to your 
conversation. 

Assume good intent.
When you take the stance that the employee didn’t inten-
tionally cause the disappointment, it naturally takes the 
edge off of your approach and any anger you may have. 
And in the majority of cases, that stance is absolutely ac-
curate—the employee didn’t set out to cause harm. They 
simply made a mistake or a bad judgment call, which re-
sulted in a less than ideal situation. Additionally, realize that 
the employee knows they messed up, and they’ve probably 
given themselves a thorough thrashing by now and are ter-
rified to speak with you. Therefore, any anger you display 
will be mild compared to what they’ve already dished out 
to themselves. Of course, if there’s been an intentional 
violation of an important principle, value, or standard that 
compromises the integrity of the organization, then anger is 
understandable. However, true anger should be reserved for 
the most egregious acts. 

When talking to the employee, focus on the 
disappointment in terms of the outcome, not the person.
Successful school teachers know that when you discipline a 
student, you focus on the behavior, not the child. The same 
is true for business leaders. Even if the disappointment oc-
curred because the employee was negligent in some way, 
you need to separate what happened from the employee 
personally. State your disappointment in terms of the out-
come, and then explore with the employee the cause in an 
inquisitive and coaching way rather than a punitive way. 
Why? Because when employees feel punished or that the 
boss is scolding them, they become fearful, which decreases 
creativity and innovation on the job—the exact things you 
often need to rectify a disappointing situation. 

Learn from Disappointments
It’s human nature to lash out during disappointing times, 
and because a leader can, he or she often does. But remem-
ber that how you handle disappointment reflects more on 
you as a leader than on the person who caused the situa-
tion. Additionally, realize that the majority of disappointing 

When Employees Disappoint: How Effective 
Leaders Respond  

By Alesia Latson
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moments are actually coaching moments in disguise. Savvy 
leaders recognize this and make the most of these situa-
tions. So if you want to be viewed as a leader with courage, 
credibility, and reason, use the suggestions presented here 
the next time you feel the need to punish an employee for 
a wrongdoing. When you do, you won’t be disappointed in 
the results.  

About The Author
Alesia Latson is a speaker, trainer, coach and founder of 
Latson Leadership Group, a consulting firm specializing 
in management and leadership development. With more 
than 20 years of experience, Latson helps organizations 
and leaders expand their capacity to produce results while 
enhancing employee engagement. For more information 
on Alesia’s speaking and consulting, please contact her at 
alesia@latsonleadershipgroup.com or visit www.latsonlead-
ershipgroup.com.

Need to Earn GISP Certification or Renewal Points… 
  or do you simply want to share some ideas?

Write an article for THE GIS PROFESSIONAL! We publish six issues 

each year and are always happy to consider new contributors and 

content. Send an email to Wendy Nelson with a brief description of 

what you’d like to write. Articles typically range from 1,000 to 3,500 

words and hi-res graphics and images are encouraged.
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URISA’s Address Initiative, Part 2: 

The FGDC Address Data Standard

By Martha Wells, Carl Anderson, Hilary Perkins, Ed Wells, and Sara Yurman, URISA Address 

Standard Working Group

In 2005, a decade after 

Peirce Eichelberger created 

URISA’s first addressing 

workshop and six years after 

the first URISA addressing 

conference, the U.S. Federal 

Geographic Data Committee 

(FGDC) accepted a proposal 

from URISA (supported by 

NENA and the Census Bu-

reau) to convene a working 

group to draft an address 

data standard.  

The Address Standard 

Working Group (ASWG) 

was chaired by Martha 

Wells, Carl Anderson, Hilary 

Perkins, Ed Wells, and Sara 

Yurman, all representing 

URISA.  The group worked 

under the authority of the 

Census Bureau, which chairs 

the FGDC Subcommittee on 

Cultural and Demographic 

Data. The FGDC endorsed 

the United States 

Thoroughfare, Landmark, 

and Postal Address Data 

Standard in February 2011. 

The standard is posted 

for public use at: http://

www.fgdc.gov/standards/

standards_publications/.  It 

may also be found at www.

urisa.org/about/initiatives/

addressstandard/

The FGDC standard 

is the first U.S. address 

standard—and one of the 

first in the world—written to 

organize address data within 

geographic databases. The 

standard: 

1. Defines the data 

elements that comprise 

U.S. addresses (as well 

as attributes for address 

documentation, mapping, 

and quality control), 

2. Defines the ten syntaxes 

by which the elements 

can be composed into 

complete addresses, 

3. Sets forth over 40 ways 

of testing the quality of 

address records, and 

4. Provides a complete XML 

schema definition for 

address data exchange. 

The standard treats 

addresses as independent 

entities, not as attributes 

of a parcel, building, or 

other geographic feature. 

Addresses are classified and 

constructed according to 

their syntax, that is, their 

component elements and 

the order in which the 

elements are arranged. 

Syntax determines the 

record structure needed 

to hold and exchange an 

address, and often it is all 

that is known about the 

addresses in a given file. 

Classifying addresses by 

syntax rather than semantics 

(i.e., meaning) allows the 

users of the standard to 

focus on record structures, 

and to avoid the need for 

any assumptions about what 

kind of feature the address 

might identify.

Addresses work 

because they are created 

within a system of rules 

that form a localized spatial 

reference system (just as 

map coordinates are created 

within a    coordinate 

reference system). The 

address standard defines the 

address reference system 

and what it comprises: the 

framework of local rules, 

both spatial and non-spatial, 

by which new addresses 

We help you put
GIS to work!

206-263-5220
www.kingcounty.gov/gis/training

Professional GIS training in our 
Seattle facility or at your site.
Professional GIS training in our 
Seattle facility or at your site.

GIS TRAINING
EXPRESS  ™

✔ URISA’s Pacific Northwest 
Education Center

✔ ESRI®-Authorized Classes

✔ Custom Classes Created 
and taught by working GIS 
professionals

✔ GIS Academy
“Beyond the Basics”

✔ GIS Certification Institute 
Qualified Earn GISCI points

✔ Veterans’ GI Bill Benefits
Selected programs of study at the 
King County GIS Center are 
approved for those eligible to 
receive benefits under Title 38 and 
Title 10, USC.
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Esri to Support and Host
GIS Retro Colloquium and Conference

Dr. Barry Wellar has received a grant from Esri International to support organizing the
Research Colloquium and Conference on Designing and Applying the Retrospective 
Approach to Mine for GIS Nuggets, which is to be held February 13-15, 2015 at the Esri 
campus in Redlands, California.

In 1983, Prof. Wellar was director of the technical program committee and editor of the 
Proceedings, Sixth International Symposium on Automated Cartography
(http://wellar.ca/wellarconsulting/home.html), which is widely regarded as one of the 
most influential international contributions to the evolution of automated cartography, 
geographic information systems, remote sensing, surveying, and related fields. 

Then in 2013, to commemorate the 1983 conference he organized and edited 
AutoCarto Six Retrospective, in which 37 authors re-visited papers written 30 years 
previously. (http://wellar.ca/wellarconsulting/AutoCarto_Six_Retrospective.pdf).

Topics discussed by these leading contributors to the literature include:

•  Thoughts shaping the design of the 1983 papers;
•  Derivative attributions;  
•  Original contributions to the literature;
•  Impacts;  
•  What was new in the papers; and  
•  What was different in the papers:  

Jack Dangermond, through Esri International of which he is president, is making 
available funds and facilities to support organizing and hosting the colloquium and 
conference. An internationally known leader in the GIS industry, Mr. Dangermond 
participated in the 1983 AutoCarto Symposium as a keynote speaker on the topic 
“Science and Geographic Information Technology”, and contributed the Introduction to 
AutoCarto Six Retrospective.

Background documents which will be used to design the colloquium curriculum and the 
conference program include  “Using the Retrospective Approach to Commemorate 
AutoCarto Six”, which is published in the International Journal of Applied Geospatial 
Research (Volume 5, Issue 1, 93-99) and  a second paper, “Review and Implications of 
the  AutoCarto Six Retrospective Project”  which also has been accepted for publication 
post colloquium and conference in the International Journal of Applied Geospatial 
Research (IJAGR).

Don Albert, editor of IJAGR, has agreed that a pre-publication copy of “Review and 
Implications of the AutoCarto Six Retrospective Project” can be made available to 
colloquium and conference participants.
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President’s  Column
President’s Farewell Letter: How Time Flies!

Allen Ibaugh, AICP, GISP

As most of you already 
know, my term as Presi-
dent ends with the GIS-Pro 
Conference in September.  
I cannot believe how fast 
the time has flow by!  I 
hope that during my term 
I have been able to make a 
positive impact on both the 
current and future of URISA.  
Thank you for the opportu-
nity to lead and for your patience as I grew in my position.  
It was an experience I will never forget.  My journey in lead-
ing URISA was not done alone; I was joined by a group of 
Board Members, Volunteers, and dedicated URISA staff who 
provided dynamic support, guidance, and input on issues 
ranging from the role of GIS internationally, to state, provin-
cial, regional and local level best practice development.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank several 
groups and individuals who helped and encouraged me 
throughout my term:
• The Headquarters Team: starting with Wendy Nelson, 

our Executive Director along with Keri Brennan, 
Verlanda McBride, Denise Freiberg, Pat Francis, and 
Katie Morehead for their tireless work on continued 
management and operations of all aspects of the 
organization.

• The URISA Board of Directors for their mentoring and 
guidance throughout the year.

• Our committee chairs and their volunteer members 
who keep URISA on top of all things dealing with 
GIS best practices, education, policy, marketing, and 
outreach.

• Most importantly, my thanks go out to our Members – 
without you, our Association does not exist and continue 
to grow. It has been a pleasure to serve you.

• In closing, I want to mention the on-going 
enhancements URISA continues to make to its program 
of services that facilitate educational and business 
growth of our members:
• Frequent webinars and virtual workshops that 

provide remote access to diverse education in GIS, 
Management, and Emerging Technologies.

• Mentoring opportunities for young GIS professionals 
who are interested in working with seasoned and 
experienced members via the Vanguard Cabinet.

• The GIS Management Institute: that will not only 
provide access to best practices, policy actions, 
and related GIS happenings, but will provide a 
mechanism to gain access to the GIS Capability 
Maturity Model through a web-based toolset 
supporting an organization through its lifecycle.

• Expanded advocacy and policy work on behalf 
of URISA members and the profession including 
recommendations for the NSDI and monitoring and 
reacting to legislation impacting the field.

• Continued amazing volunteer work around the 
world through URISA’s GISCorps.

Since I joined URISA as a student member many years 
ago, URISA has been my professional home.  I plan to 
continue working to expand URISA’s reach and influence 
for many years to come. Looking forward to seeing you 
all in New Orleans for URISA’s 52nd Annual Conference in 
September!

OKSCAUG Conference: Tuesday, September 23, 2014 at the Moore Norman Technology Center in Oklahoma City.  

The OKSCAUG conference is a great way to learn about 
GIS, gain some new skills and network with other GIS pro-
fessionals in the area.  

 With over 250 GIS professionals in attendance, 15 
user presentations, 6 Esri tech sessions, 8 pre-conference 
workshops and 3 post conference training courses, there 
is something for everyone.  Working with Emergency 
Management, want to learn how to make a better map or 
interested in ArcGIS online? We have a workshop for you.  

Check out the exciting workshops we are offering this 
year:  http://www.scaug.org/page-1860650

 Interested in highlighting your GIS work? We are still 
accepting abstracts for User Presentations and Posters.  
Visit the following link for more information:  http://www.
scaug.org/page-1860646

 To register for the conference or for more information 
visit our website:  http://www.scaug.org/page-1860643
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“I would highly recommend the ULA event; it helped to 
broaden my organizational awareness and perspective re-
garding leadership roles within a GIS context. I walked away 
from this experience feeling invigorated and, thanks to a 
daily learning journal, empowered to implement tailor-made 
action items within my daily work routine. After almost 
a year I still find myself referencing the material and my 
course notes. The ULA team-based exercises allowed partici-
pants to learn from each other, to analyze their own issues 
and challenges, and to thoroughly explore leadership strate-
gies throughout the five day event.” 

- Laura Holmes B.Sc., GISP, GIS Lead - Associate, TERA 
Environmental Consultants, Calgary, Alberta  

(ULA 2012 Graduate - Savannah, Georgia)

GISP® Points for attending the full ULA = 1.25 EDU Points.
 
Learn more about this five-day focused GIS leadership training 
program and register today! Click here for details.

URISA 
Leadership 
Academy
Put your GIS career advancement plans 

in motion…attend URISA’s Leadership 

Academy in Louisville, Kentucky, 

October 13-17, 2014.

We are pleased to announce that next 
year’s URISA annual conference will 
be presented in partnership with the 
Northern Rockies URISA Chapter and 
the Northwest GIS Users’ Group, along 
with the Washington URISA Chapter!

Expect a phenomenal conference 
program in a beautiful  setting! Natural, 
walkable, friendly… Spokane is a vibrant 
city, a roaring river, a gateway to the 
American west. Book a whitewater 
adventure, shred fresh powder, bike 
the beautiful Centennial Trail or hike 
through countless nature preserves. But 
it’s not just about the outdoors! Taste 
Washington’s renowned grapes and 
hops at any number of local wineries 
and craft breweries.

Mark Your Calendar!
GIS-Pro 2015: 

URISA’s 53rd Annual Conference
October 18-22, 2015 • Spokane, Washington
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My data is not showing up in the correct location. 
What do I do? 

By Tripp Corbin, CFM, GISP

Recently I was taking part in a discussion on a GIS listserv 
about coordinate systems, projections and transformations. 
This discussion was started when a member of the listserv 
received data from an outside source which was reported 
to be in one coordinate system but when added with other 
data was not overlaying other data that covered the same 
geographic area and was in the same reported coordinate 
system. The listserv member wanted to know why this 
might be happening.  

Of course there any number of reasons that data from 
an outside source might not properly overlay. Relatively 
small differences could be caused by differences in scale, 
accuracy levels, and transformations. It could also be simply 
the wrong version of the datum was chosen when the 
coordinate system was assigned.

Many people are not aware that there is more than one 
North American Datum of 1983 (NAD 83). This datum has 
been refined several times since it first came into existence. 
One of the first was the HARN or High Accuracy Reference 
Network. This was followed by the CORS 96, NSRS2007 
and NAD 83 (2011). The overall difference between these 
is generally a matter of a few centimeters. However when 
combined with other factors this small difference can be 
magnified. 

The graphic above shows some of the options you can 
choose from when assigning a coordinate system to a data 
frame from within ArcGIS for Desktop. As you can see there 
are several NAD 83 variations the user can choose. 

My experience has shown that one of the most 
common reasons data does not come in where we expect it 
too, is it has the wrong coordinate system assigned to it to 
start with.  How does that happen? Certainly, someone has 
been using the data and should recognize when it is not had 
the correct coordinate system assigned, right?

You might think that would be true but it seems that 
many GIS users do not understand how to properly project 
data from one coordinate system to another.  I believe this 
is largely caused by two factors. The first is people have 
historically worked primarily in a single local area with 
their own data. Their data is typically in a single coordinate 
system and even if it is assigned the wrong one as long as 
it is universally assigned the wrong one it will appear to 
display in the correct location relative to itself. 

I have experienced this situation first hand on multiple 
occasions. One example happened several years ago, when I 
was teaching a class. In the class were staff from both a City 
and County government which were trying to share data. 
Separately, each organization’s GIS data layers appeared to 
properly overlay one another. However, when they brought 
their data together into a common map there was over a 1 
million foot separation between the two sets of data even 
though both were assigned the same coordinate system. Of 
course, each was convinced their data was correct. 

The graphic on the next page shows what I 
encountered. This is not the actual data I was looking at. 
I changed the location to protect the innocent. It does 
however provide a good illustration of what happens when 
a coordinate system has been incorrectly assigned to a set 
of data. The City and County data aligns with itself when 
viewed individually. It is not untill we try to put them 
together that the error becomes apparent. 

Not being familiar with the area where this happened, I 
had to investigate further to determine why the two sets of 
data were not overlaying one another as expected. It turned 
out the City’s data had been assigned the wrong coordinate 
system. Someone had assigned it to their local state plane 
NAD 83 when in fact it was based on the NAD 27 datum. 
Because it was universally assigned the same wrong 
coordinate system, it appeared to behave as if it was correct 
when used by itself. It was only when it was combined 
with data from an outside source that it became apparent 
something was wrong. 

The advent of services like ArcGIS Online and Google 
Earth combined with an increased need to coordinate 
activities with multiple agencies will make situations like this 
even more common.  Even the most basic GIS user will need 
to combine data from multiple sources which might be in 
multiple coordinate systems.  

The second factor that seems to cause many GIS users 
to incorrectly project data or assign the wrong coordinate 
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system, is a lack of education. Many GIS users inadvertently 
find themselves in a GIS role. They started out in other 
areas such as planning, tax appraisal, IT, emergency 
management and so on. For one reason or another they 
end up becoming the GIS person. If they are lucky they 
may have had a basic GIS course back in college. But 
they are generally lacking any education with regards to 
coordinate systems, projections, and transformations. 

As a result they often have no idea how to project data 
from one coordinate system to another. This often causes 
them to choose the wrong tool or method for projecting 
data. Instead of actually projecting the data, they instead 
just assign it the new coordinate system they desire. If 
they are using ArcGIS they use the Define Projection tool 
instead of the project tool. Or maybe they just change the 
Coordinate system under the Shapefile or Feature Class 
properties. They believe this actually projects the data to 
the new coordinate system.  

Neither of these methods actually project data from 
one coordinate system to another. All it does is change the 
coordinate system the GIS software interprets the data to 
be in.  Which leads to more headaches and data displaying 
in the wrong location. 

So what do you do if you get data that has been 
assigned the wrong coordinate system because someone 
used one of the methods mentioned above? Assuming you 
are using ArcGIS, here is the method I use for fixing issues 
like this.  Similar methods will work in other GIS packages 
but sadly there is no universal way to automate this process 
easily. 
1. Delete the projection and coordinate system for the 

Feature Class or Shapefile that is questionable
2. Open a blank map and add the above mentioned 

data. You will get a warning about it missing a spatial 
reference. That is ok. It is what you should see.

3. Look at the coordinates you see as you move your 
mouse in the map display. See if they look similar to 
other values for data you work with that has a properly 
assigned coordinate system. If they are in the 0,0 or 
5000,5000 or 10000,10000 range, then it is possible 
the data is not georeferenced at all and will need to 
be using another process. This often happens with 
data that was created by surveyors or engineers and 

converted from CAD.
4. If you identify some existing data that you think may 

match your questionable data, add it as a layer. If they 
align, then you have identified the correct coordinate 
system for your questionable data. If not time to move 
to trial and error method.

5. With the data you added above that is in an established 
and verified coordinate system, start changing the 
coordinate system to the data frame until you get the 
questionable data and the known data to line up. I 
would recommend starting with the following:
• Local State Plane NAD 83 (original NAD 83 not 

HARN, CORS 96, 2011)
• Local State Plane NAD 83 variants also try different 

Units
• Local State Plane NAD 27
• Local UTM Zone
• Geographic WGS 84 (especially if data was 

captured with GPS)
• Web Mercator Auxiliary Sphere
• Start running through any other coordinate systems 

commonly used in your area
6. Once you have identified the coordinate system, use the 

Define Projection tool to assign the correct coordinate 
system to the data in question.
 
If your data is not georeferenced or you are unable 

to determine the actual coordinate system for the data in 
question, then you will need to go through a process to 
georeference it. The process will depend on the type of 
data you have to work with. CAD and Raster data use the 
Georeferencing toolbar. Geodatabase Feature Classes and 
Shapefiles use the Spatial Adjustment toolbar. If you are 
unfamiliar with those, I may explain them in a future article.

Tripp Corbin, MCP, CFM, GISP | Chief Executive Officer
eGIS Associates, Inc.
tcorbin@egisassociates.com | www.egisassociates.com
678-710-9710 ext 21 | 866-304-3864 Fax
Esri Certified Trainer | Esri Certified Desktop Associate | Esri 
Certified Enterprise System Design Associate
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GIS and Surveying—maybe both are 
just part of a larger body of knowledge?
By Peirce Eichelberger (GIS) and Peter Borbas (Surveyor)

I have always been a fan of Joseph Schumpeter (Austrian-
American Economist 1883-1950) who coined the term 
“creative destruction”.  I have adapted his theories a little 
to describe the notion of two good ideas coming together, 
or colliding, to produce a third idea (often quite unlike the 
original two ideas) and sometimes even a better/stronger 
one!  I have also found that with a little planning and man-
agement, the results of the “collisions” can be even better.  I 
have used GIS to “collide” with other disciplines (Planning, 
Assessment, Land Records, Fire, Police, Finance, Codes, 
Emergency Management, Parks, Administration, etc.) but 
those discussions are for another day.  

Last year at GIS-Pro 2013 in Providence and a couple 
of times since then, Peter and I have co-presented “GIS 
and Survey: A Conversation Between a GIS Manager 
and a Surveyor”. The discussion and response has been 
phenomenal. GIS participants frequently leave with a new 
appreciation for the role of surveyors, and surveyors leave 
with a much broader understanding of GIS (especially in 
its enterprise incantations).  Now, back to Schumpeter…. 
most of the attendees seem to appreciate each other’s role 
and value those roles like never before.  Maybe what is 
happening is that we are on the cusp of realizing that the 
survey and GIS communities are partners on an even larger 
stage or perhaps we are both just part of a larger discipline 
or Body of Knowledge? Topics like horizontal control, 
vertical control, metadata, field-work, and preparation of 
legal descriptions/plats most recognize as the clear purview 
of the surveyor, yet represent key products that are loaded 
into the GIS or used for updates of certain layers or themes 
on a daily basis.  Other topics like IT issues, application 
development, attribute data connections, data modeling, 
and statistical/trend mapping provide an appreciation for 
GIS. Critical issues here are workflow related—how could 
we exchange data more easily and reliably with the survey 
community?  

We are working with the URISA Workshop Development 
Committee to figure out how this important topic can 
be packaged and offered as a URISA Certified Workshop, 
to expand the reach to URISA chapters and other 
organizations.  We are working on a publication as well 
and are thinking about another full day of new content.  
This might possibly evolve into a full week of training 
sessions where GIS folks get exposed to survey concepts 
and survey interests see an even better fit for their skill sets 
into Enterprise GIS.  Let’s think even bigger (like the long-

standing GIS/CAMA conference with IAAO). Perhaps this 
could be presented as a specialty conference where we 
could develop a joint agenda with the Geographic and Land 
Information Society (GLIS) as a possible partner for moving 
ahead together?

Some key issues that point to some immediate 
cooperative actions include the following:
• Need for better legal descriptions on everything 

recorded at the local courthouse (especially the raw 
materials for GIS layer/theme maintenance)

• Inclusion of State Plane Coordinates on monuments 
referenced in the above legal descriptions (more direct 
tie from the legal to the vector representation)

• Better interfaces with land record systems used by the 
Clerks and Recorders (think ASCII data, not just pixels)1

• Need for more complete and concise metadata to 
coincide with the mobility of much of this data (datums 
galore, surveyor’s field notes have evolved nicely)

• More robust horizontal control data in GIS (with 
surveyors assistance/ongoing maintenance, do you 
know were your control came from?)

• More vertical control data and Z coordinates on 
everything (the need for ZZZZ’s……)

• Inclusion of more as-built data into the GIS, including 
X-Y and Z’s on much more, and

• Surveying versus just finding things (GPS/GNSS) roles 
and responsibilities.  

Some of these ideas may vary by state and our approaches 
may differ, and that is OK.

We would like to hear your thoughts and ideas. Does this 
sound valuable and interesting?

peirceeichelberger1@mac.com
peter.borbas@borbas.com

1  See PRIA (Property Records Industry Association) for an ongoing Land Record/GIS 
integration initiative
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Although 
there were 
only several 
professional 
geographers 
employed at the 
CDC in 1972, 
Chuck worked 
to position the 
CDC into one of 
GIS and public 
health leadership. 
“I believed CDC’s 
outstanding 
reputation for medical intervention, including life saving 
vaccines and the prevention of costly infectious and 
chronic diseases, could benefit further from the inclusion 
of geography into the emerging multidisciplinary CDC 
approach to public health science. The timing could not 
have been better.” Through the newsletter, the role of 
geography at CDC reached nationally and across the globe.   

Chuck provided CDC public health leadership as the 
first Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
representative to the nation’s Federal Geographic Data 
Committee (FGDC), where he “served with distinction” 
having guided HHS to member status. Chuck is responsible 
for the successful development of federal GIS interagency 
agreements with the U.S. Bureau of Census, the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) and the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development , to leverage geospatial 
investments; for creating the first long-term collaborative 
small area GIS study of minority health between CDC  and 
Cleveland’s Center for Community Solutions (CCS); and, for 
having contributed to the planning and instruction of the 
USGS Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) 
Summer Faculty GIS Workshops program. 

Chuck created CDC’s first GIS Awareness Week, 
Cartography and GIS Guest Lecture Series, Public Health GIS 
Users Group, and the Internet GIS Guest Lecture Series. He 
received numerous career awards for his work with GIS and 
minority public health disparities. He was tasked by the CDC 
to help design CDC’s first Enterprise GIS Roadmap. 
  
Visit URISA’s GIS Hall of Fame to learn about the path-
breaking accomplishments of all inductees.

Chuck Croner to be Inducted Into URISA’s GIS 
Hall of Fame

The Urban and Regional Information Systems Association 
(URISA) is pleased to announce the induction of Charles M. 
Croner, PhD into URISA’s GIS Hall of Fame. The honor will 
be officially recognized during GIS-Pro 2014 in New Orleans 
this September.

URISA’s GIS Hall of Fame honors persons and 
organizations that have made significant and original 
contributions to the development and application of GIS 
concepts, tools, or resources, or to the GIS profession.  
 
URISA’s Hall of Fame laureates include:
• 2005 Inductees: Edgar Horwood, Ian McHarg, Roger 

Tomlinson, Jack Dangermond, Nancy Tosta, and the 
Harvard Lab

• 2006 Inductee: Gary Hunter
• 2007 Inductees: Don Cooke and Michael Goodchild
• 2009 Inductees: Will Craig and Carl Reed
• 2010 Inductee: C. Dana Tomlin
• 2011 Inductees: William Huxhold and Barry Wellar
• 2012 Inductees: National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration, Natural Resources Canada, Statistics 
Canada, United States Census Bureau and United States 
Geological Survey

• 2014 Inductee: Charles Croner

Chuck Croner, Geographer and Survey Statistician, U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), served 
as founding Editor of the bimonthly digital newsletter 
Public Health GIS News and Information (online at http://
stacks.cdc.gov ). This pioneering publication, 1994-2006, 
helped establish the CDC as the lead agency and focal 
point for the timely dissemination of GIS and public health 
related developments worldwide. Initially designed for 
CDC staff, its readership grew to include most U.S. State 
and local public health departments, and an extensive 
international audience. Chuck received the highest award 
from the private sector (ESRI, 2007), and many awards from 
government, academia and the CDC. 

Chuck majored in geography at Towson (BS) and 
Michigan State (MA, PhD) universities, and studied statistics 
at Harvard. Prior to graduate school, Chuck served as an 
Infantry Officer (rank of Captain), and helicopter navigator, 
in the U.S. Marine Corps. “The military served to advance 
my geographic foundations, both through formal land and 
air navigation instruction, and instill in me an indispensable 
perspective of mapping in dynamic time and space.“  
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URISA 2014 Board of Directors Election Results Announced

URISA is pleased to announce the results of its 2014 Board of 
Directors’ Election. Rebecca Somers will become President-
Elect of the association and Valrie Grant, Kevin Mickey and 
Martin Roche will begin their terms as members of the 
Board of Directors, at the close of GIS-Pro 2014: URISA’s 
52nd Annual Conference in New Orleans, Louisiana, Sep-
tember 8-11, 2014. 
     

Rebecca Somers, GISP, Somers-St. 
Claire GIS Management Consultants 
resides in Fairfax, Virginia. In her 
statement to the membership, she 
noted, “URISA has done some out-
standing planning in the past couple 
of years and has many exciting new 
initiatives planned and underway.  
These new developments have the 

potential to transform URISA to a new level of GIS profes-
sional leadership.   I’ve worked on the teams developing 
the GMI, GIS best practices, and expanded educational 
programs, and it has been an intellectually stimulating and 
rewarding experience. As president, I would work to ensure 
the successful progression of all of URISA’s new plans. The 
years 2014-17 should see many new developments including 
the launch of GMI’s organizational assessment and accredi-
tation service, publication and dissemination of GIS best 
practices information, new professional publications and 
resources, new workshop and webinar topics, and new edu-
cational programs….URISA has always been a central part of 
my professional life and I look forward to the opportunity to 
combine my business expertise and extensive URISA experi-
ence to help guide URISA to continuing success.” 
 

Three new directors were elected by the URISA membership 
to serve a three-year term on the URISA Board, also begin-
ning in September. The three new Board members are:

Valrie Grant GISP - President, GeoTechVi-
sion, Kingston, Jamaica
   

Kevin Mickey, GISP - Director Geospatial 
Technologies Education, The Polis Center-
IUPUI, Indianapolis, IN
    

Martin Roche, GISP - President/CEO, Geo 
Planning Services LLC, Orlando, FL 

At the close of GIS-Pro 2014 in New Orleans, the terms of 
service for these Board members will conclude:

Al Butler (Immediate Past President) – 
City of Ocoee, Florida
    

Tripp Corbin, GISP – eGIS Associates, 
Dacula, Georgia
    

Cindy Post – University of Alberta, Edmon-
ton, Alberta Canada
    

Teresa Townsend, AICP – Planning Com-
munities LLC, Raleigh, North Carolina

We thank them all, in advance, for their dedication and ser-
vice to URISA and anticipate many more years of continued 
involvement.

Interested in 
Volunteering? 

All URISA committees are meeting at GIS-Pro 
on Sunday afternoon, September 7 to develop 
workplans and goals for the coming year. Get 

involved and join the meetings! 

Questions? 
Contact Wendy Nelson (wnelson@urisa.org)
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Welcome New URISA Members

Bradley Atwood, GISP—Michael Baker International—Phoenix, AZ 

John Bacon —Hamilton, ON Canada

Cathy Baker —Mobile County Communications District—Mobile, AL 

Hitesh Barde, GISP—Florida Dept of Environmental Protection—Orlando, FL 

Bud Berendes, GISP—Syncadd Systems Inc—Sparta, WI 

Matthew Berube—Tucson, AZ 

Melissa Botelho —Thornhill, ON Canada

Pamela Brangan, GISP—Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission—
Winooski, VT 

Ralph Broad —Saline, MI 

Jeremy Callihan —Saint Louis, MO 

Laura Cervantes, GISP—Imperial County Assessor’s Office—El Centro, CA 

Larry Cheever, GISP—Cherokee Nation Technology Solutions—Spring Beach, TX 

Johnny Cole —San Antonio, TX 

Chelsea Core —Metairie, LA 

Amy Davis, GISP—City of Oak Ridge, TN—Knoxville, TN 

James DePasquale, GISP—The Nature Conservancy—Palmer, AK 

Erin Diurba, GISP —Galveston, TX 

Misty Downing —San Antonio, TX 

Michael Dunnington —Anadarko—Denver, CO 

Brian DuPont —Wellesley, MA 

David Firman —Frederick, MD 

Kaitlyn Fischetti —Marriottsville, MD 

Steven Frick —Translink—New Westminster, BC Canada

Jesus Garcia —Kern County Superintendent of Schools—Bakersfield, CA 

Adonica Gibson-Huggins, GISP—City of Philadelphia—Philadelphia, PA 

Sarah Gitt —Chatham County Government—ATLANTA, GA 

Joyce Green, GISP—City of Norman—Norman, OK 

William Griffin —Durham, NC 

Jeanne Guillen —Manassas, VA 

Dustin Hall, GISP—Miller Energy Company—Kalamazoo, MI 

Michael Hay —Independence, CA 

Steven Henning, GISP—Oak Grove Technologies—Spanish Fort, AL 

Benjamin Holland, GISP—Deloitte—Bensalem, PA 

Sherrie Hubble, GISP—Freese & Nichols—Fort Worth, TX 

Sean Kelly —Frederick, MD 

Michael King —Langan Engineering and Environmental Services—Warrington, PA 

Sandra Kost, GISP—Jefferson County Dept. of the County Assessor—Hillsboro, MO 

Robin Krause —City of College Station—College Station, TX 

Rebecca Lanier —Mobile County Communication District—Mobile, AL 

Nancy Lawrence, GISP—State of Alabama—Montgomery, AL 

Andrea LoCashio —AECOM—Piscataway, NJ 

Lisa Lowe, GISP—State of Maryland Dept. of IT—Annapolis, MD 

Jeremy Mason —Miami Beach, FL 

Charles Mateer —Marstel-Day, LLC.—Fredericksburg, VA 

Richard McLaughlin —Saxonburg, PA 

Nancy McMahon —Lihue, HI 

Kristin Michel, GISP—Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Dept—Charlotte, NC 

Scott Miller, GISP—URS Corporation—Wilmington, NC 

Heather Milton, GISP—Tulane Univ—Saint Louis, MO 

Woodrow Muhammad —IBTS—Central, LA 

Frederik Nerrie —Arlington, VA 

Anders Olson —DigitalGlobe—Englewood, CO 

Michael Paquette, GISP—Riverside Research—Herndon, VA 

Kamal Paudel, GISP—Credit Valley Conservation—Mississauga, ON Canada

Mike Pettinato —City of Citrus Heights—Citrus Heights, CA 

Ryan Pierce, GISP—United States Department Of Agriculture—Salt Lake City, UT 

Anthony Pistilli, GISP—City of Alamogordo, NM—Yuba City, CA 

Brian Pokrant —City of Charleston—Charleston, SC 

William Proulx —UMass Donahue Institute—Amherst, MA 

Christie Rajtarova —Cambridge, ON Canada

Dustin Ray, GISP—US Army Corps of Engineers—Huntsville, AL 

Justin Reid —Norman, OK 

Freddy Willmer Rivas Gonzalez, GISP—Estudio De Fotogrameria (EDEF)—
Madrid, Spain

Rachel Rodriguez —Humboldt State—Arcata, CA 

Maruf Sakib —Redlands, CA 

Dan Schultz —Winder, GA 

Emma Sharkey — St. John’s, NL Canada

Benjamin Shelton —Pittsburgh, PA 

Jon Sommerville —Portland, OR 

Brandon Stevens —Davenport, IA 

Rachel Stevenson —Boulder, CO 

Timothy Stiles —Esri—Redlands, CA 

William Tewelow—Germantown, MD 

Jennifer Titus —Olympia, WA 

Mistee Vinzant —State of Alaska—Juneau, AK 

Ian Von Essen —Spokane County—Spokane, WA 

Kim Voros —Alta Planning & Design—Seattle, WA 

Sara Wander, GISP—Florida Dept. of Environmental Protection—Tallahassee, FL 

Fekadu Wondem, GISP—GIS Data Resources, Inc—Petaluma, CA 

Teal Wyckoff, GISP—University of Wyoming, GIS Center—Laramie, WY 

Laura Zalcman — Charlestown, MA 

Jinlin (Lynn) Zhang, GISP—City of San Jose—San Jose, CA
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September 8-11, 2014
GIS-Pro 2013: URISA’s 52nd Annual Conference
New Orleans, Louisiana

October 13-17, 2014
URISA Leadership Academy – 5 days of targeted GIS 
leadership training!
Louisville, Kentucky

October 27-30, 2014
URISA Caribbean GIS Conference
Curacao

March 2-5, 2015
GIS/CAMA Technologies Conference
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Abstract submissions due September 22

October 18-22, 2015
GIS-Pro 2015: URISA’s 53rd Annual Conference
Spokane, Washington
In conjunction with the NW GIS Users’ Group, URISA’s 
Northern Rockies Chapter, and URISA’s Washington 
Chapter

Attend a URISA Certified Workshop 
Virtually:
· November: Asset Management: Planning, 

Strategy, and Implementation
 
Learn more and register today here.

w w w . u r i s a . o r g

Upcoming

 
      
  
EdUcation 
galorE!

http://www.urisa.org/education-events/urisa-connect/


2014 Partner Directory

Platinum Corporate
Partner

Esri 

380 New York St, Redlands, CA 92373 

Phone: (909) 793-2853 

info@esri.com

Since 1969, Esri® has been helping 

organizations map and model our world. 

Esri’s GIS software tools and methodolo-

gies enable them to effectively analyze 

and manage their geographic informa-

tion and make better decisions.  They 

are supported by our experienced and 

knowledgeable staff and extensive 

network of business partners and inter-

national distributors. 

A full-service GIS company, Esri supports 

the implementation of GIS technology on 

the desktop, servers, online services, and 

mobile devices. These GIS solutions are 

flexible, customizable, and easy to use. 

Esri software is used by hundreds of 

thousands of organizations who apply 

GIS to solve problems and make our 

world a better place to live. We pay 

close attention to our users to ensure 

they have the best tools possible to 

accomplish their missions.  A compre-

hensive suite of training options offered 

worldwide helps our users fully leverage 

their GIS. Esri is a socially conscious busi-

ness, actively supporting organizations 

involved in education, conservation, 

sustainable development, and humani-

tarian affairs.

Gold Corporate Partners

Cyclomedia 
Technology, Inc.

1250 I-Newell Ave., Suite 160 

Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

Phone: 800-790-3652 

Email: usa@cyclomedia.com 

www.cyclomedia.com  

www.thedrivingdutchman.com

Cyclomedia is the market leader in sys-

tematic imaging of large-scale environ-

ments from cities to complete countries. 

Cyclomedia’s smart imagery solution 

creates Cycloramas – 360-degree pan-

oramic photos – with high accuracy, 

providing current and clear views of 

street-level environments. 

The Cyclomedia recording system is like 

no other. It uses patented technology to 

determine the exact position and orien-

tation of every picture taken. By creating 

a dense network of geometric street 

images, Cycloramas are always focused 

on the correct address or feature from 

multiple vantage points.  

Our solution revolutionizes the way asset 

and property assessment is managed 

and reported. It reduces field visits and 

provides accurate feature measurements 

with convenient spot-checking. It simpli-

fies maintenance and enables automated 

inventory and controlled processes. 

It also saves valuable resources while 

simplifying the decision-making process, 

improving operations and increasing 

efficiency. 

We provide ready-made solutions 

throughout Europe, North America, 

and Asia. Our technology is widely used 

in government GIS, public safety, and 

security markets, as well as in construc-

tion, infrastructure management, and 

insurance.

We provide a full range of services 

related to 3D mobile mapping. Data is 

captured and delivered worldwide.

Our primary market segments include:

• Property Taxation, Appraisal, and 

Building Inspection

• Transportation and Infrastructure 

Management

• Public Safety and Homeland Security

• Engineering and Construction Plan-

ning

Cyclomedia offers the following licensed 

products:

Content

• Cycloramas – Seamless, accurate 360° 

panos taken at street-level with our 

patented recording technology.

Viewer Software

• GlobeSpotter – Our feature-rich web 

app for viewing Cycloramas that runs 

on any browser supporting Flash.

• GlobeSpotter for ArcGIS Desktop – 

The power of GlobeSpotter inside 

Esri’s leading GIS software.

Hosting Solutions

• GlobeSpotter Cloud – Secure, scalable 

hosting service managed by Cyclom-

edia that’s free to customers.

• GlobeSpotter Server – Locally hosted 

option supporting all Cyclomedia’s 

content and software.

Developer Tools

• GlobeSpotter API – Integrate GlobeS-

potter components into your user’s 

existing business workflow.

• Panoramic Rendering Service – Ex-

tract pictures for reports and texture 

map buildings with Cycloramas.

Loqate, Inc. 

999 Baker Way Ste 320  

San Mateo CA 94404-1566 

Tel: +1 (800) 313-3910 (Toll free) 

Tel: +1 (650) 273-5603  

Fax: +1 (650) 273-4364  

Email: webinfo@loqate.com  

Web: www.loqate.com   

Accurately Capture, Verify, and Geocode 

Any Address Worldwide

Almost all data has locations, and ac-

curate locations power a wealth of busi-

ness processes: Customer Relationship 

Management, data quality, delivery of 

materials, goods or services, fraud detec-

tion, insurance risk assessment, data 

analytics, store and territory planning, 

and much more. New applications that 

harness the information in Big Data, 

location based services, customer analyt-

ics, and market intelligence need the ac-

curacy and intelligence that only comes 

from great address quality. Loqate, the 

definitive source of everything location 

can power your applications with a com-

bination of address capture, verification, 

and geocoding – all for 240+ countries. 

Loqate becomes the single global source 

for high quality, accurate location infor-

mation.
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Silver Corporate Partners

Data Transfer Solutions 

3680 Avalon Park Blvd East, Suite 200, 

Orlando, FL 32828 

Phone: (407) 382-5222 

aibaugh@dtsgis.com

Headquartered in Orlando, DTS is a leader 

in asset management, geographic infor-

mation systems, and transportation plan-

ning. We specialize in creating solutions to 

help clients automate their worlds, reduce 

their workload and organize their data 

through customized technology.

DTS is comprised of seven divisions, each 

with its own scope of services. Often 

however, a single project spans several 

divisions before completion because we 

uniquely offer all the necessary cutting-

edge services, integrated within one 

company.

EagleView 
Technologies

3700 Monte Villa Pkwy, Ste 200 

Bothell, WA 98021 

1-855-984-6590

EagleView Technologies offers Pictom-

etry® Intelligent Images®. The high-

resolution oblique and ortho images are 

captured and processed with patented 

technology and delivered through in-

novative analytical tools to allow for the 

most accurate assessment of properties.

Used daily by GIS, assessment, public 

safety, defense, insurance, construction 

and utility professionals, Pictometry 

solutions bring field work to the desktop. 

Solutions are easily integrated into 

existing workflows through strategic 

partnerships and make it easy for users 

to make informed decisions and enhance 

productivity.   To find out more please 

visit www.eagleview.com

Every day, new applications for Pictome-

try are realized. Discover how Pictometry 

can help you work better, faster, smarter 

and with optimal cost savings.

Bronze Corporate Partners

Blue Marble 
Geographics

77 Water Street 

Hallowell, Maine 04347 

1-800-616-2725 

patrickc@bluemarblegeo.com 

For over two decades, Blue Marble Geo-

graphics has been at the forefront of the 

GIS data processing software business. 

Pioneering work in geomatics and spatial 

data conversion quickly established this 

Maine-based company as a key player in 

the GIS software field.  Today GIS profes-

sionals are turning to Blue Marble for 

Global Mapper a low cost, easy to use yet 

powerful GIS software tool that everyone 

can afford and use. Blue Marble is known 

for coordinate conversion and file format 

expertise and is the developer of Geo-

graphic Calculator, GeoCalc SDK, Global 

Mapper and Global Mapper SDK.

Connected Nation

360 East 8th Avenue 

P.O. Box 3448 

Bowling Green, KY 42102 

(877) 846-7710 

info@connectednation.org 

Connected Nation is a non-profit 

technology organization committed to 

bringing affordable high-speed Internet 

and broadband-enabled resources to all 

Americans. Connected Nation effectively 

raises the awareness of the value of 

broadband and related technologies by 

developing coalitions of influencers and 

enablers for improving technology ac-

cess, adoption, and use. Connected Na-

tion works with consumers, community 

leaders, states, technology providers, 

and foundations, including the Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation, to develop 

and implement technology expansion 

programs with core competencies 

centered on a mission to improve digital 

inclusion for people and places previ-

ously underserved or overlooked.

Thomson Reuters

510 East Milham Ave. 

Portage, MI 49002 

Phone: 866.471.2900 

www.thomsonreuters.com

Thomson Reuters is the world’s leading 

source of intelligent information for gov-

ernments, businesses, and professionals, 

combining industry expertise with 

innovative technology to deliver critical 

information to leading decision makers. 

Our integrated Government Revenue 

Management (GRM) suite offers end-

to-end software with services to ensure 

revenue through land and property tax 

administration. Meeting the needs of 

emerging economies, OpenTitleT is an af-

fordable registry and cadastre tool with 

an all-inclusive approach to collecting, 

documenting, and recording the docu-

mentary and geographic information 

relating to property rights. At Thomson 

Reuters, our goal is to use state-of-the-

art technology to develop and deliver 

sustainable tax and land administration 

solutions on time, within budget and 

configured to client requirements.

Valtus Imagery 
Services 

212, 5438-11th St NE, Calgary, AB T2E 

7E9 Canada 

Phone: (403) 295-0694 Toll Free: (800) 

661-6782 

tammy.peterson@valtus.com 

Valtus Imagery Services provides best in 

class solutions for the storage, manage-

ment and delivery of geospatial informa-

tion in the form of ortho-imagery and 

elevation data through web delivery 

systems.

Business Partners

eGIS Associates, Inc.

2712 Wilding Green Lane, Suite 100 

Dacula, Georgia 30019, USA 

Phone: +1 678-710-9710 

info@egisassociates.com

eGIS Associates, Inc. is focused on 

providing efficient and cost effective 

Geospatial Solutions that meet the 

growing needs of public and private 

sector enterprises. Our mission is to 

help you consume the “Power of Place” 

with current technology standards and 

Applied Spatial Intelligence ©. eGIS 

offers a wealth of professional products 

and services including: Enterprise GIS 

Implementation, Application Develop-

ment, Business Systems Integration and 

Geospatial Training and Support.  eGIS 

is committed to customer satisfaction – 

Relationships Matter. Whether you need 

advice on your project or are looking for a 

relevant product or just have a technical 

question, contact us today.
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Thank you to all of URISA’s partners

geographic Data Base 
Management Systems, 
Inc.

41 E. 4th Avenue, Collegeville, PA 19426-

2341 

(610) 489-0353 

peirceeichelberger1@mac.com

gDBMS Services include: 

Technical reviews and ongoing evalua-

tions of existing GIS programs.  Making 

sure GIS is all that it can be in your 

jurisdiction.  

geographIT

geographIT® offers the depth of experi-

ence, insight, and innovation that only 

comes from more than two decades 

of GIS consulting, custom software 

development, and system integration 

projects successfully completed for 

state and local governments, utilities, 

transportation, and law enforcement 

sectors.  Technologies have changed 

significantly since the early days of GIS, 

allowing for tightly coupled GIS/IT sys-

tem integration, deployment on multiple 

platforms, and quicker implementation 

of cost-effective solutions. Founded in 

1990 as Advanced Technology Solutions 

Inc., we were a pioneering GIS consult-

ing company in Pennsylvania when GIS 

commercialization was still in its infancy.  

We rebranded as geographIT in 2007 to 

highlight our comprehensive and com-

petitive offering of geospatial services 

and solutions.  Contact us today (market-

ing@geographit.com) if you are looking 

to start GIS or improve the efficiency of 

your legacy GIS and IT systems.  

GeoPlanning Services, 
LLC

3564 Avalon Park Blvd E., Suite 1, #243, 

Orlando, FL 32828 

Phone: (407) 608-4186 

mroche@GeoPlanningServices.com

GeoPlanning Services, LLC of Orlando, FL 

was founded in early 2009 is a full service 

provider of geospatial tools and analysis 

to support urban planning, logistics, 

real estate and economic development 

organizations.

GeoTechVision

With offices in Kingston, Jamaica (876-

970-5686) and Georgetown, Guyana 

(592-227-0433) 

www.geotechvision.com

GeoTechVision focuses on “Delivering 

Value through Innovative Solutions!” 

We have been assisting Caribbean 

Businesses, Agencies and Government 

Ministries to develop and effectively 

use spatial intelligence in critical deci-

sion making! We are very involved with 

establishing Geographic Information 

Systems, GPS and Mobility products 

and solutions, as well as marketing our 

own “GeO” brand tablet. We consider 

Human Capacity Building as very critical 

- right from the classroom to the work 

environment.  Hence our Classroom 

Management Solution and our strong 

focus on Training and Development in all 

our engagements. Our other consulting 

services include Project Management, 

Information Security Advisory, Process 

Audit and Assurance, Business Analysis 

and Enterprise GIS solution planning and 

Implementation.

MGP

701 Lee Street Suite 1020 

Des Plaines, IL 60016 

Tel: (847) 656-5698 

info@mgpinc.com 

www.mgpinc.com

MGP is an information systems services 

company that specializes in geo-spatial 

solutions. Our comprehensive range of 

geographic, data modeling, and business 

process solutions provide you new op-

portunities to find a better way. We believe 

that innovation creates opportunity and 

collaboration breeds success. MGP was 

formed as a shared business model in 

which clients are partners. This philosophy 

enables significant cost savings and makes 

it possible for any client, regardless of size, 

to get where they need to go. MGP is the 

managing partner of the GIS Consortium.

North River Geographic 
Systems, Inc.

215 Jarnigan Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37405 

Phone: (423) 653-3611 

rjhale@northrivergeographic.com

North River Geographic Systems, Inc. is 

a Geographic Information Systems and 

Services Company located in southeast 

Tennessee. Although in business for just 

over two years, we bring over 15 years 

experience in the GIS/Mapping industry. 

NRGS has provided an array of services 

such as GIS consulting, spatial analysis, 

and cartography to an array of public 

and private organizations. Being a small 

company and Esri business partner gives 

us the ability to keep costs low and solu-

tions innovative. Please give us a call/

email if you have any questions.

Open Spatial 
Corporation

5701 Lonetree Blvd, Suite 109 

Rocklin, CA 95765 

(800) 696-1238 

info@munsys.com 

Contact: Colin Hobson

Open Spatial is a multi-national company 

delivering geospatial solutions based 

on Oracle and Autodesk technologies. 

Recognized for delivering applications 

to government and utility sectors, our 

solutions are based on internationally 

accepted open standards and world-class 

best practices. Open Spatial offers in-

novative spatial infrastructure solutions 

to managing spatial data from survey 

through to design, construction and 

ongoing spatial data management. Our 

clients efficiently manage cadastre, 

water, wastewater, stormwater, roads, 

electric and fiber networks.

Planning Communities, 
LLC

9131 Anson Way, Suite 304 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27615 

919-803-6862 (Office)  

919-882-1206 (Fax) 

contactus@planningcommunities.com 

ttownsend@planningcommunities.com  

Planning Communities, LLC provides 

a wide range of multi-disciplinary 

planning services for local, state and 

federal agencies, tribal nations and 

community organizations. Community, 

transportation, environmental and GIS 

services include local/regional planning, 

For information about  
URISA Partnership, please visit: 

http://www.urisa.org/about-us/become-a-urisa-partner/ or 
contact Wendy Nelson at URISA Headquarters.
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visioning/scenario planning, land use, 

socioeconomic, market and cost-benefit 

analysis, community asset mapping, 

tool/application support and develop-

ment, process improvement/integration, 

consensus-building and facilitation.

Headquartered in Raleigh, North Carolina, 

Planning Communities has additional 

offices in Charlotte (NC) and Seattle (WA). 

Planning Communities is a North Carolina 

certified Small Professional Service Firm 

(SPSF) and is certified as a DBE in North 

Carolina, Tennessee, Florida and Delaware.

Spatial Focus, Inc.

6813 40th Ave, University Park, MD 20782 

Phone: (301) 277-6212  

mwells@spatialfocus.com 

Spatial Focus, Inc. is an independent 

consulting firm, specializing in planning, 

design, implementation and technical 

services in the field of geographic infor-

mation systems.

Spatial Focus, Inc. was formed to offer a 

new standard for vendor-independent 

technical and consulting services in 

geographic information of all kinds. 

Organized in 1998, Spatial Focus, Inc. 

specializes in integrating geographic in-

formation throughout public and private 

enterprises, giving them spatial focus.

Somers-St. Claire 
GIS Management 
Consultants 

3157 Babashaw Ct, Fairfax, VA 22031 

Phone: (703) 204-0033 

www.somers-stclaire.com 

rsomers@somers-stclaire.com

Independent consulting firm providing 

GIS implementation and management 

consulting and education.

Temporal Geo 
Analytics

P.O. Box 181431 

Denver, CO  80218 

Phone: 720-235-0390 

info@TGAmaps.com

Temporal Geo Analytics, Inc. (TGA) is a 
Land Use and Environmental Litigation 
consulting firm. We have expertise in us-
ing Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
to develop, manage, and distribute com-
plex spatial databases, as well as creating 
the presentation-quality visualizations 
and graphics needed for natural resource 
litigation and land use projects.

TGA specializes in the analysis of multi-
faceted land use issues and environmen-
tal impacts over time. TGA is expert at 
acquiring and integrating historic and 

current spatial data to build the critical 
information you need to represent your 
case.

Using GIS, we transform complex issues 
into defensible, authoritative, and easily 
understood maps and graphics. Our clien-
tele consists primarily of natural resource 
and environmental attorneys, oil and gas 
companies, mining companies, and land 
developers.

Leveraging GIS for Environmental, Natu-
ral Resource, and Land Use Planning is 
our core expertise. Geographic Informa-
tion Systems (GIS) integrate and overlay 
unlimited layers of themed spatial and 
tabular data to illustrate and reveal pat-
terns, context, and the intrinsic qualities 
of any location. A GIS is also a powerful 
analysis tool capable of querying data 
for location and its relationship to overall 
context. At TGA, we have an intimate 
understanding of these tools and their 
capabilities.

Working with you and other experts, we 
build a completely defensible, dynamic 
analysis data platform with interactive 
visualizations and related tables that 
clearly represent the qualities of your 
project and its relationship to larger 

political, environmental, and regional 

contexts.

Wellar Consulting 

Ottawa, ON Canada 

Phone: (613) 728-3483 

wellarb@uottawa.ca

Wellar Consulting services include design 

and evaluation of education and train-

ing courses and currricula for GISystems 

and GIScience programs; advice and 

workshops on the development of quan-

titative measures to assess information 

system and transportation system per-

formance; critical reviews of IS and GIS 

RFPs; seminars on the safety and security 

aspects of interdependent infrastruc-

tures; professional opinion on land use 

planning and zoning issues; and, expert 

opinion on liability for safety-related 

incidents involving pedestrians, cyclists, 

and motor vehicle operators.

Federal Agency 
Sponsor

U.S. Census Bureau 

4600 Silver Hill Road, Washington, DC 

20233

The Census Bureau serves as the leading 

source of quality data about the nation’s 

people and economy. We honor privacy, 

protect confidentiality, share our expertise 

globally, and conduct our work openly. We 

are guided on this mission by our strong 

and capable workforce, our readiness to 

innovate, and our abiding commitment to 

our customers.
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Mark 
Your 
Calendar!

September 8-11, 2014
GIS-Pro 2013: URISA’s 52nd Annual 
Conference
New Orleans, Louisiana

October 13-17, 2014
URISA Leadership Academy
Louisville, Kentucky

October 27-30, 2014
URISA Caribbean GIS Conference
Curacao

March 2-5, 2015
GIS/CAMA Technologies Conference
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

October 18-22, 2015
GIS-Pro 2015: URISA’s 53rd Annual 
Conference
Spokane, Washington 
In conjunction with the NW GIS Users’ 
Group and the Northern Rockies URISA 
Chapter 

PRESIDENT
Allen Ibaugh, AICP, GISP–Data Transfer 
Solutions (FL)
aibaugh@dtsgis.com 

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Carl Anderson, GISP-Spatial Focus, Inc. (DC)
carldvg@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT
Al Butler, CMS, AICP – City of Ocoee (FL)
abutler@mpzero.com 

SECRETARY
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THE GIS PROFESSIONAL
A publication of URISA – Fostering 
Excellence in GIS.
URISA is a non-profit professional 
and educational association that 
promotes the effective and ethical 
use of spatial information and 
information technologies for the 
understanding and management 
of urban and regional systems. It 
is a multidisciplinary association 
where professionals from all parts 
of the spatial data community can 
come together and share concerns 
and ideas.

URISA Headquarters
701 Lee Street, Suite 680
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Phone (847) 824-6300
Fax (847) 824-6363 
info@urisa.org
www.urisa.org

Submissions
Managing Editor – Wendy Nelson,  
Executive Director,  
wnelson@urisa.org
Technology Editor –  
Comfort Manyame, GISP,  
cmanyame@mselectric.com
Trends Editor – Keri Shearer, GISP,  
giscommunity@gmail.com

RFP Distribution

URISA members, remember that URISA will distribute your RFP/RFQ 
announcements to our corporate and business members at no charge. 
Simply email your announcement to info@urisa.org (Subject: RFP 
Service) and we’ll send it right out for you!
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